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as be might have r;mt It to the depths
of tbe sea; It would do him as much
Rood there n It would In his pocket
under the present circumstances.

Wallingford was reconciled to a
Christmas dinner over a lunch coun-

ter when his eye caught the name of
Yankvllle. Yankvllle probably boast- -

old Sftnty this time, didn't you? And
be came especially to find out what
you wanted him to bring down the
chimney "

"Walllngford! How In the name of
all that's poBHlble did you got bore?"

Dick Elkins, an old chum of New
York days, stood In the doorway and

own eyes. It was the girl herself who
was unuble to bide a tremor.

"I promise," she said unsteadily.
"Hut it seems odd."

Dick returned, staggering under a
load of toyB. Then they all Jumped
gladly into the spirit of ChrlstmaB.

"When my husband was living."
said Sylvia ns she pinned up a tiny

tho flashing diamond ring was un-

wrapped. "You shouldn't expect to
make sis take "

"You promised." The eyes of the
two men met and Elkins knew then
and there what Walllngford's Hps
would speuk.

With two of the oposlte sex against
her Sylvia had little chance to demured a near-thousan- d Inhabitant, yet j,eld out a glad hand of welcome.

MONEY TO
LOAN

'We loan money on all
kinds of farm property,
cattle, horses, sheep and
farm Implements.

Farm loans at FIVE
per cent.

MYERS & MYERS
CELINA, OHIO

Christmas lest he or she walk after
death. If the spinning Is done after
sunset on Saturday, mice will eat the
work. If one wishes to have money
and good luck all the" year, one should
not fall to eat herring on New. Year's
Dbv - . ;

Dut don't you se'that' there is ft

Santa Claus! He Isn't a man in a fur
coat, and a reindeer sleigh and all
that, but he Is the Spirit of Christmas,
Isn't he? They've personified that
and made a suiul of him and invented
legends about him for the children,
but when we're no longer children and
don't believe in him, we still have
that Christmas spirit and it's that
that gives presents and makes us feel
toward one another, and makes Christ-
mas what it is. Harvey J. O'HIgglns.

Yackvllle also suggested the nam of
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Everly Jack Everly. When Walllng-
ford had last heard of Jack Everly
the latter was located In Yankvllle.
That was eoraa eighteen months be- -

fore, but there was no reason why he
should not bo here still.

It seemed that everyone In Yank- -

villa knew the Everly home"'ead. It
was the only one of any proportions
In the vlllnge.

The red glow from an open fire
within cheered Walllngford's numbed
faculties as he rang the bell at the
Everly door.

On the face of her who opened tho
door, surprise wns the principal ex- -

presslon. Tor, Wnlllngford, his six- -

feet-tw- o encased In a great fur coat j

all dangling with glistening snow f

beads and bis handsome glowing" face f

looking frankly Into her own, wns a
surprise for any eyes.

She did not wait for him to explain
his errand but with the matron's prlv- -

liege of hospitality Invited him Into

O
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AD Walllngford been any-

thing hut a wealthy bnxh-elo- r

and accustomed to hav-
ing everything ho wanted,
tho circumstances would

and with a tingling sensation In every
nerve she slipped the ring on her
right hand.

It was late the next night when the
child had again been tucked In bed to

dream of a wonderful day in the king-

dom of toys with three grown up peo-

ple to play with bim, that ho three
again eat about the open lire. .

"I never spent a happier Christ-
mas," said Walllngford with a glad
ring la his voice.

"Nor I," put in Dick. "Vale missed
a good time all right," he added sleep-

ily. "Sis and her brother-in-la- are
quite smitten." And unaware of the
havoc be had created In. Walllngford's
heart he took his departure for bed,
leaving the two In silence.

But the silence was a complete one
one In which spoken words and

thoughts were unnecessary. After a
moment Walllngford leaned forward
and coiiipelled Sylvia's eyes and while
he did so he took her right hand and
removed the ring and put It firmly on

the third finger of her left hand.
"Next Christmas," he said tenderly,

"we will spend at our own fireside.
It Is all very sudden and very wonder-
ful, Sylvia, but I always do Important
things suddenly and love is always
wonderful."

Holly and Mistletoe.
In the language of flowers holly slg-- ;

nines foresight, and mistletoe means
"I have surmounted all difficulties."
Holly, as everyone knows, Is tbe sym-
bol or sign of Christmas, but the cus-
tom of using it Is older than Chrls-- "

tianlty. The Romans sent friendly
greetings and sprigs of holly to one

' another during thler winter festival.
For this reason, perhaps, It was taken
to stand for the spirit of love and

have seemed less of a
calamity.

He hail been on his way

the warmth of the house.
"It was too cold to stand outside,"

she explained and waited for his
question.

A weight of relief fell from Walllng-
ford's shoulders. He was no longer a
stranger In a strange house. And did
he .niapme it, or did a glad light come
also into tho eyes of the womim?

"How about yourself?" he asked
when they had shaken hands.

"This Is my own liouse and my own
sister," laughed Elkins. "Hut where
in the world did you and Mrs. Vale
strike up an acquaintance?" He enst
an interrogative glance at his slsetr.
"Sis, you never told me "

Sylvia glanced quickly at Walllng-
ford and a deep blush mtngled with
the glow from the fire In her chectfs.
She explained the circumstances and
Walllngford was quickly made to foel
that he had come to the right house.

"I will stay under one condition
only," he said finally, "and that is Hint
you all will accept, without protest,
tho Christmas gifts which I brought
for my sister and her family with-

out question."
There was a moment's silence and

the promise was made, laughingly.
"Gut we will have to return the fa-

vor," brother and sfster spoke as one
voice.

So it was decided.
"Too bad Vale couldn't get here,"

remarked Elkins, later in the evening
when, the small boy having been
tucked Into bed, the three sat about
the blazing fire.

"Yes we would have made a jolly
quartet," said Sylvia.

WalJIngford was almost guilty of a
gasp. The calm, unconcerned way In

which she remarked that her husband
would have completed a quartet on
Christmas eve had he been able to get
there, was rather disconcerting.

Dick Elkins arose and left the room
to get the boy's toys.

"Bring down the suitcase In my
room," cried Wallingford. He was as
excited as a boy.

"You will not regret having prom-

ised to accept what I bad bought for
my sister?" Wallingford leaned
slightly toward Sylvia's gray dress
and through the strands of bcr- golden
hair, and the man in him had a strug-
gle before quenching the light in his

"I am Hob Walllngford," he began
meeting the easy cordial expression
of her blue eyes. "I am one of the
belated passengers of the bridge tie- -

up and decided to run over and see If
Jack Everly would take pity on an
old friend and "

"Jack Everly left Tankvllle," a
smile played about her lips at men- -

tion of the illustrious village, "sorao
six or seven months ago "

Embarrassment, disappointment and
surprise mingled equally In Walllng-
ford's face and did not escape the
eyes of Sylvia Vale. She spoke with
ready tact.

"Take off that great coat, anyway,

CHRISTMAS TIES

to San Francisco to spend Christmas
with tils favorite married sister; and
midway, in the most barren desert of
tho country, a bridge bad been swept
away by winter gales. His destina-
tion could not possibly be reached un-

til Christmas was well over.
Waliitigtord cast a glance out over

tho wide stretch of rolling plains with
only a few scattered shacks to break
their endless waste; and then he
looked back to his bulging suit case.
The latest and most wonderful toys
he could find in the city shops were
rrowded Into that bag, for his sister's
i 'iily boy. Then, not caring whether
or not a highwayman might be looking
in at the window of the parlor car,
lie took a small box from his waist-
coat pocket and looked sorrowfully
at a rins from which three exquisite
diamonds Hashed back at him.

vvallinpford leaned back in his
and in imagination pictured his

sister's joy when flipping that ring
on her flncer. He could hear her
scold hint for his extravagance and
chaff him for having no one else for
whom to buy li baubles. He sighed
and returned it to his pocket much

Stories of Success

PHILIP D. ARMOUR

Invited Him Into the Warmth of th
House.

stocking, "he always spoke of the day
when he could do this " Tho end
of her sentence was drowned in the
clatter of a huge box of blocks drop-
ping to the hearthstone.

"Cheer up," said Wallingford;
"wooden blocks don't break."

He stooped to pick the fallen toys
and wondered if the woman pinning
up tbe stocking beside him heard the
thumping of his heart. A small box
found its way into Sylvia's band.

"Mrs. Vale, I can't keep this anoth-
er minute," Walllngford said.

"Oh, I say!" exclaimed Dick when

good-wil- l.

Mustn't Spin at Chrlstmastide.
In North Germany, where the prac-

tical yet poetic spinning wheel still
hums in the cottages, one must not
spin during the twelve nights of

Our Toggery Department is all aglow
with handsome Christmas Neckwear. We
are showing the choicest creations the most
noted Neckwear makers ever produced.

Silks and shapes that are new, hand-

some and exclusive.

There's scarcely a Man, Young or Old,
who will not be expecting a Christmas
Tie. There's no gift that "fits" the situ-

ation so well as a Tie. Every Man ap-

preciates a Tie!
Come to see our Neckwear display.
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and come into the fireside. It's no
night to be' out."

Walllngford followed the slim gray-cla- d

figure In a decidedly chaotic
state of mind. Mingled with bis em-

barrassment at having walked Into
an absolute stranger's house, was the
sudden attraction he felt for this girl
with the sun-li- t hair. Something the
combination perhaps was making him
feel like a tongue-tie- d schoolboy. It
was a most unusual state of mind for
Bob Walllngford.

There was a patter of little feet
and a tiny boy of three yearB threw
himself into Walllngford's arms.

"Oh-h!- . Are you Santa Claus?" he
cried gleefully. "I heard your sleigh
bells and Baw your big fuzzy coat!
Mamma, isn't he Santa Claus?"

The child's mother would have
spoken but Walllngford's eyes plead-

ed for silence.
"You young rascal! You caught

'rS r'ttT-id--z- ii' -- y-

If yon want to see the latest
Shoe styles, walk down and look
at the display In BIG PETE'S
show window.

r0k OLNHA USEN & SMITH If
5r

A 1 1 through
life, whether at
sixteen or sixty,
l'hiiip D. Arm-
our was up with
the sun. and the
liabtt was never
abated. At sev- -
onteen be set
out for Califor-
nia, walking
nearly all the
way, and when
lie arrived his
money was prac-
tically exhaust-c- d.

He studied
and instead of

I boy, sell and exchange new

and second-han- d furniture. New

furniture at second-han-d prices.
F. H. MERICA, Landfalr's old
stand, South Main street.

Phone 35.

CLOTHING and SHOES
Cor. Main and Fayette Sts.
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fie opportunities.
for sold tie dr. i? ditches lor

Mercer County, Ohio, do hereby give notice that the Rates of Taxation for the year 1911, are correctly
I.JNO. a. AUJLKb, ireasurtrot j SPVcral tow ns h ns. cities, villages and school districts of111 iiursu.ince of law

stated in the following table, showing the number of mills levied on .9; Bridge Fund, .67;
said countv. State Levies Smkine Fund. MUX University rnnu .0825; Common Schools, .335. Total, .451. County Levies-Cou- nty Fund,

Jund, .05; I'ike Repair. .7; Agriculture, .02; Blind Relief, .06. Jotal, 3.00.
Hnildiiur .2: Countv Ditch. .2: ludicial Fund. .2: Hospital

OTOWNSHIP, CORPORATION AND SCHOOL DISTRICT LKVIKSo

Safe Deposit Boxes
from $1 a year up

' Wc call your attention to the admirable equipment of our safe

deposit vaults. Individual boxes are provided, of various sizes, to
suit every need. A very popular size costs $1.00, and answers or-

dinary requirements. The best reccpticle for your valuables, jew-

elry, bonds, notes, insurance policies, &c.
Rooms furnished for the convenience of patrons; writing desks

and stationery are at our patrons' disposal.

The Commercial Bank Company,
Of CELINA, OHIO

A stroti"; bank with modern facilities.

::.en who bad mines, but no water.
No worked bard, lived carefully,

r- waited net a penny. When
a.!; to return home be had laid

' y a sum. Once, when asked
'.i .nt tile turning point in 1.1 J

ireer. lie replied: "The time wlion
j bcyan tn save what I earned nt

V- sub! lielns: thrift r.nd economy
,1 niti-- h to do with my success."

v .,tie:, point Is be saved. Sav-- r
vhat counts. You ran open

:. ;. coi. Tit at this bank with a dol-:- r
i ' ire, and add to it as much

' as you can. When once
'i b: vo started an account, you

', ' : t.:'.u pride in seeing it grow,

Our Savings Department pays
4 per cent. Intertest on Deposits
twice each year.
Safety boxes for rent.

The Citizens Banking Go.

Celina, Ohio
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Hopewell township
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SUIT is moderate
represented.

Necklaces,
Broaches,
Bracelets,
Watches,
Set Rings,
Band Rings,
Mesh Bags,
Ear Rings,
Lorgnetts,
Toilet Sets,
Manicure Sets,
Hat Pins,

Jefferson township
JeiTerson, attached to WushliiKtou
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.10

.10
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.06
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.081Jellerson, attached to Butler
Celina School District .145

Coat Chains,
Umbrellas,
Lappell Buttons,
Military Brushes,
Clothes Brushes,
Emblem Pins,
Emblem Rings,
Smoking Sets,
Shaving Sets,
Cigar Jars,
Match Boxes.

.06 .20 .86

Lockets,
Barretts,
Combs,
Bar Pins,
Belt Pins,
Chaffing Dishes,
Sandwich Trays,
Stick Pins,
Cuff Links,
Fobs,
Watch Chains,
Clocks,

.80.084.146Celina corporation
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liberty township
Liberty, attached to Hopewell
Liberty, attached to Jefferson

School District
Chickasaw School District ,
Chickasaw corporation
St. John School District
St. Itosa School District
Piitholl School District -

Dwenner School District
HnrtiiiKS School District
Cranberry School District
Oassella School District
Sebastian School District
Koester School District
Recovery School District
Recovery corporation
Oakland School District
St. Peter School District
Monterey School District
Heliitz School District
St. Joe School District
Wendelin School District
Home School District
Union township
Mendon School District
Meudon corporation
Washington township
Wtthtil'tO'i. "(Inched to Jefferson

to enumer-- ,08 1.44.24 .641.80 .80S3 And
ate.

many, many other articles we have not the time nor space
But we very earnestly solicit an inspection of our line. a?
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.3011

1
" I"
71
72
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-- 74
76tv. t7 .ami 70 I.1(16.175 11 1

: f?

m
.069
.oiiul

ISIllj
.166.175 1.001.00 .!!JEWELERS and OPTICIANS

.04

.04

.04

.07

.07

.176
2.40

.81

.81
.11
.11

.lllfl

.07

.07

,0!W!
.0I11I:

.07

.07
.14
.14tn

JNO. If. ALBEHS, Treasurer of Mercer County, Ohio.mmmi Celina, Ohio, Oclolier 31, 1911.


